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The Garden Shops 
Open 10 am – 4 pm daily 
(Closed on Christmas Day)

This year, make a resolution to get inspired by the natural beauty of 
the San Diego Botanic Garden. And, after you’ve explored our lush 
37-acre property, bring some of that inspiration home with some 
unique gifts, plants or plant-related items from The Garden Shops.

Like our PAR-A-SOL Hummingbird Feeders that combine beautiful 
designs, quality materials and excellent function. Made from 
recycled glass and designed to mimic the tubular lower shapes that 
hummingbirds prefer, simply fill the vessel with sugar water and 
prepare to be amazed.

Or, our hand-carved walking sticks. Made in Colorado from hickory, 
sassafras wood and sumac root, these beautiful walking sticks come 
in adult and children’s sizes. Reward yourself and celebrate your 
4-mile hike through the Garden with a San Diego Botanic Garden 
medallion to affix to your walking stick.

With spring right around the corner, you’ll want to pick up a pair 
of terrific books our staff highly recommends: Rosalind Creasey’s 
“Edible Landscaping” that will show you how to incorporate 
edibles into a beautifully designed outdoor environment; and Marie 
Iannotti’s “Beginner’s Guide to Growing Heirloom Vegetables for 
Your Garden” (the title says it all!).

Looking forward to seeing you in The Garden Shops soon!  

230 Quail Gardens Drive
Encinitas, CA 92024 

MISSION STATEMENT:  To inspire people of all ages  
to connect with plants and nature.

Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 25 • 8:30 - 10:30 am 

Ecke Building 

Join us for our Annual Meeting, a wonderful opportunity 
to learn about the accomplishments your support has 
helped to make possible at the Garden over the last 
year, as well as our plans for the future. Guest speaker 
Peter Raven, acclaimed botanist and President Emeritus 
of the Missouri Botanical Garden, will discuss the 
importance of public gardens. Light refreshments will 
be served. For more details, contact Jessica Brandon at 
jbrandon@SDBGarden.org or call 760/ 436-3036 x218.
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As you will read in greater detail on pages 8-9, the 2014 Gala in the 
Garden was the most successful to date. With a record number 

of  guests in attendance, we were also able to make two very special 
announcements regarding the Garden’s future education facility.
	 The first of  these announcements was the exciting news, 
delivered by Leichtag Foundation President and CEO Jim Farley, that 
the Foundation has pledged $1 million towards the creation of  this 
unique feature, which will be a place for both plants and people. The 
Leichtag Foundation’s grant will make the Garden available to select 
nonprofits that might not otherwise be able to utilize it, while also 
making a significant step towards meeting the fundraising challenge 
issued by the Donald C. and Elizabeth M. Dickinson Foundation. 
We are so grateful for this most generous investment, and we look 
forward to developing opportunities to collaborate with the Leichtag 
Foundation, the Encinitas Union School District (EUSD), and other 
Encinitas Environmental Education (E3) Cluster members. (In fact, 
we are in the early stages of  program development with the EUSD’s 
new Farm Lab, where students will learn science, technology, 
engineering and math concepts through hands-on experiences in 
agriculture and nutrition.)
	 Inspired by the Leichtag Foundation’s grant and the progress 
made so far in the Garden’s fundraising efforts, Dickinson Foundation 
Board Member Rebecca Dickinson Welch made the second major 
announcement of  the evening and graciously extended the deadline 
for their $1 million challenge grant, which was pledged in December 
2013. The Garden now has until December 31, 2015 to raise the 
remaining $1.2 million of  the $3 million in additional funding needed 
to meet the challenge goal.
	 In gratitude for their early and generous leadership gift, we are 
very pleased to officially announce that the facility will henceforth 
be known as the Dickinson Family Education Conservatory. Upon 
successful completion of  the Come Grow with Us! campaign, the 
Dickinson Conservatory will be located adjacent to the nationally-

Julian Duval
President/CEO

acclaimed Hamilton Children’s Garden and will provide an enclosed 
space for expanded educational offerings. The Conservatory’s iconic 
design includes classrooms, a kitchen for catering and cooking 
classes, an outdoor amphitheater, a large main hall, and easy access 
from the adjacent parking lot. Additionally, as described in the last 
issue of  Quail Tracks, exotic botanical wonders not typically found 
in the Garden (or the region) will thrive in a glass conservatory 
environment, making it a visitor destination even when there is not 
an organized program taking place. 
	 While the Garden is primarily an outdoor facility, certain types 
of  educational programming are best experienced indoors. We are 
excited about this opportunity to expand our educational offerings, 
something which has been challenging in the past, given our very 
limited indoor classroom space. Here are some of  the educational 
opportunities that we are working on for the new Dickinson 
Conservatory: programming for early childhood, school age 
children, college students, adults and seniors; seminars, symposiums 
and workshops on topics such as environmental change, water 
conservation and low water gardening, landscaping in Southern 
California, plant conservation, native plants, gardening with children, 
and expanded collaboration with community groups.
	 We will continue to be responsive to the needs of  the community, 
adapting our programs and classes as your interests evolve. 
Additionally, the Dickinson Conservatory will be available for use 
by various organizations and members of  the public. We anticipate 
renting the space for summer camps, weekend retreats, travelling 
art and horticultural exhibits, theatrical productions, concerts, book 
signings, lectures, and more. So, the Conservatory will not only 
further the pursuit of  our mission to inspire people of  all ages to 
connect with plants and nature, but it will also generate income 
that will contribute to the annual operating needs of  the Garden.  
Please stay tuned for further updates, and know that you are invited 
to Come Grow with Us!

Message from  
the President

In this issue of  Quail Tracks there are two new contributing authors: 
Dr. Ori Fragman Sapir, Director of  Research and Conservation for 

the Jerusalem Botanic Garden, and Tracie Barham, SDBG Director 
of  Development.
	 Dr. Sapir, one of  the premier botanists in Israel, has written an 
article for us on the olive tree, a plant of  great economic and historical 
importance to most of  the western world. Space only allowed for 
an edited version of  the story in this issue of  Quail Tracks, but a 
full version is online at sdbgarden.org/newsletter.htm. The SDBG 
has a special relationship with the JBG as a sister garden, learning 
from one another in our common pursuit of  connecting plants with 
people. In fact, we both use the same catch phrase: Where Plants Grow 
People.

In the last issue of  Quail Tracks, I provided some information on 
the Garden’s next major addition, the Dickinson Family Education 
Conservatory. How it was not only going to be a special protected 
“conservatory” environment for subtropical and tropical plants, but 
how it would also be designed so our visitors would be able to enjoy 
seeing those plants in a variety of  ways. 
	 Tracie will share how the name of  the project has evolved 
as fundraising for it continues to build momentum. She will also 
highlight how this project is an important step toward fulfilling the 
Garden’s educational mission. 
	 A great deal of  work remains to be done on the Conservatory, 
including final design parameters, ongoing fundraising and obtaining 
building permits, so it is too early to share exactly when construction 
will begin. We do know 2015 will be a very busy year as we focus on 
what is sure to become a unique and much appreciated addition to 
your San Diego Botanic Garden.
	 I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of  our members 
for their important ongoing support and wish everyone a very 
prosperous and healthy 2015. See you in the Garden soon!

Exciting New Developments Regarding the Garden’s Future Facility –
The Dickinson Family Education Conservatory 

By Tracie Barham, Director of Development
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Upcoming Events
Sculpture in the Garden
Now – April 1, 2015
 
This unique exhibition showcases sculptures 
from 31 talented artists set against the beautiful 
backdrop of  the Garden’s lush and natural 37 
acres. Curator Naomi Nussbaum Art & Design 
has orchestrated an eclectic exhibition ranging 
from functional garden scultures to large 
abstract work with an emphasis on diversity 
of  media and scale. Take a self-guided tour 
with the Garden’s dedicated Sculpture Map. 
For participating artists, visit SDBGarden.org/
sculpture.htm.

5K Paw 
Walk in the Garden  
Saturday, February 21 • 9 am – 1 pm

The San Diego Botanic Garden is teaming up with the Rancho Coastal Humane Society 
for the 3rd annual 5K Paw Walk in the Garden.  Both organizations benefit from this 
event, so bring your furry friends and follow a 5K walk through our 37-acre garden. 
The route winds through some of  the most spectacular areas of  the Garden including 
California Gardenscapes, Australia, and the Canary Islands, as well as the bamboo,  
sub-tropical fruit and palm canyon areas.     
 
Pet products, food (for people), treats (for dogs), lots of  great information for dog 
lovers and (of  course) lots of  dogs and puppies are all a part of  this great event at the 
Garden. Don’t miss it!

Cost:  
Adult $32, SDBG Member/RCHS Volunteer $21
Youth $21, SDBG Member/RCHS Volunteer $14
Family/Team (first 4 on team) $92/ additional team members each $23
SDBG Member/RCHS Volunteer Family/Team (first 4 on team) $60/ 
   additional team members each $15

Register at Active.com. Just type in ‘Paw Walk’ into the search engine on the 
home page.

 
To become a Paw Walk Sponsor, please contact Nancy Kelly at 

nkelly@sdbgarden.org or 760/436-3036 x219.
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Spring Garden Festival and Tomatomania®

Saturday, March 14 and Sunday, March 15
9 am – 5 pm
Don’t miss the Garden’s new Spring Garden Festival and Tomatomania® featuring a 
wide variety of  herbs, spring plants, bromeliads, garden art and implements and of  
course tomatoes! Garden experts will be on hand to answer questions and provide 
helpful advice on spring plantings and caring for your entire garden. Terrific food will 
be available from Divine Fresh and musical entertainment from Bob Ballentine and 
friends. Be sure not to miss our petting zoo and pony rides. Bring out the whole family!

This year, Scott Daigre will be our special guest speaker at the event. Scott is an 
avid gardener, sometimes farmer and enthusiastic landscape designer/owner of  
POWERPLANT Garden Design. Scott is happiest when showcasing rare and 
classic tomato varieties as owner and producer of  Tomatomania®, the world’s largest 
tomato seedling sale. He’s just finished a new book that will teach new gardeners and 
accomplished veterans a thing or two about growing tomatoes – and how to have fun 
while doing it!  

For further details on speakers, vendors, coupons and more, visit SDBGarden.org/
events. 

Cost: Free with paid admission or membership

Like us on Facebook!
Get exclusive information on  

your favorite SDBG events!

ONGOING PROGRAMS
Docent-led Guided Tours
Every Saturday, 10:30 am
Meet at the Visitor Center. 
On the last Saturday of  the month, the tour focuses on water-wise plants.
Cost: Free with paid admission or membership.

Botanical Printers
1st Sunday of each month, 9:30 am
Volunteers can help raise money for the Garden by creating gift cards using natural 
elements to be sold in the Gift Shop.  
Cost: $20 fee (to cover expenses) in addition to paid admission or 
membership. 

Bird Watching
1st Monday of each month, 8 am
Discover the fascinating birds and the unique art of   
bird watching at the San Diego Botanic Garden.
Cost: Free.
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To see full class descriptions and to pre-register go to SDBGarden.org/classes or call 760/ 436–3036 x201.  
You can also pick up flyers at the Ecke Building or at the Welcome Center.

WaterSmart Landscape Makeover 
Series: Saving Water One Zone  
at a Time
Series Dates: 
Saturday, January 10
Saturday, January 17
Saturday, January 31
Saturday, February 14
8:30 – 11:30 am

Turn your traditional turf yard into a WaterSmart 
landscape. Presented by San Diego Botanic 
Garden and the San Diego County Water 
Authority. Series conducted over 4 weeks. For 
more information and to fill out an application 
go to landscapemakeover.watersmartsd.org or 
email Angela Benson at landscapemakeover@
sdcwa.org.

Succulent Turtle Class 
Saturday, January 31  • 9 am – 12 pm

Take home a charming succulent turtle that 
you make yourself in this class taught by the 
SDBG Succulent Wreath Team. Please bring 
small clippers or scissors to class. Fee includes 
materials.

Cost: Members $35, Non-Members $42
Register by January 23. 

Abstract Nature Photography – 
Bob Bretell 
Saturday, February 7  •  9 am – 1 pm

During this four-hour workshop, photographers 
are invited to depart from reality, by using 
nothing but your creative eyes and imagination. 
Explore the garden with your camera like never 
before and transform ordinary objects of nature 
into works of art. Photographers of all levels, 
including smart phone photographers, are 
encouraged to sign up.  

Cost: Members $62, Non-Members $75
Register by January 30.

Color Pencil and Watercolor 
Garden Journaling 
Sunday, February 8  • 9:30 am – 4 pm

Learn clever user-friendly ways to draw 
natural shapes from the Garden by combining 
watercolors, water-soluble pens and colored 
pencils. Blend beautiful color layers and create 
dark and light mixtures to go along with your 
own personal journal garden entries.

All levels of expertise are welcome! 
Cost: Members $78, Non-Members $92 
(includes $8 materials kit provided by 
the instructor) 

Instructor supplied materials kit 
includes: Tombow pens, Chartpak pens, 
gesso, paper text for collage, and matt 
medium. Register by January 30. 

Snakes and Other Friends I’ve 
Known: Herpetology with  
John Neville
(Three sessions to choose from,  
or take all three)

Evolution of Snakes: Natural History of 
Amphibians and Reptiles 
Saturday, February 21 • 1:30 – 3pm 

Reptiles and Amphibians of  
San Diego Botanic Garden
Saturday, February 28 • 1:30 – 3pm

Venomous Animals of the United States
Saturday, March, 7 • 1:30 - 3pm
 
Be prepared to be enthralled with the natural 
history of amphibians and reptiles including the 
physical features, classifications, feeding habits, 
habitats, reproduction, myths and environmental 
status of snakes, lizards, frogs, and more. An 
emphasis will be placed on animals that live 
locally, especially in or near the San Diego 
Botanic Garden.

Cost: Members $30 per Saturday 
session or $75 for the whole series,  
Non-Members $36 per session or $90  
for the whole series.
Register by February 13.

Succulent Wreath Class
Tuesday, February 24  • 9 am – 2 pm
Register by February 13 
Tuesday, April 28  • 9 am – 2 pm
Register by April 17 
Tuesday, May 19 • 9 am – 2 pm
Register by May 8

Take home a beautiful succulent wreath that you 
make yourself. Taught by the SDBG Succulent 
Wreath Team. Please bring small clippers or 
scissors to class. Fee includes materials

Cost: Members $60, Non-Members $72.

Mosaic Garden Jewels
Wednesday, March 11 • 12:30 – 3:30 pm
Wednesday, March 18 • 12:30 – 2:30 pm 
Create a beautiful mosaic you make yourself 
using ocean rocks and glass beads. Learn how to 
glue and grout colorful beads to create flowers, 
plants, or other shapes resulting in attractive 
garden art.  
Cost: Members $30, Non-members $36
A $20 materials fees is also paid directly 
to the instructor on the first day of class.
Register by March 6.

Chef Elizabeth’s “That’s Italian” 
Cooking Class 
Saturday, March 21 • 2 – 4:30 pm
 
Everyone loves Italian food and these recipes 
will quickly become your new favorites! Chef 
Elizabeth has created several new Italian 
inspired recipes including Tuscan Style Pork 
Ribs with Balsamic Glaze, flavored with four 
different herbs and four different spices then 
marinated overnight and slowly baked to create 
a full flavored and tender rib. What goes better 
with ribs than Slowly Cooked White Beans with 
Escarole and sundried tomatoes. And for a little 
something sweet, Apricot Biscotti with Dark 
Chocolate Glaze. 

Cost: Members $30, Non-Members $36
Register by March 13.

Backyard Chickens Class
Saturday, March 21 • 9:30 am – 12 pm 

Join Paul Barbano to find out the basics about 
raising chickens in your own backyard including: 
Are backyard chickens legal? Which breed is best 
for you? Start with chicks or full-grown hens? 

Paul will also discuss housing and outdoor pens; 
feed and water; sunlight and shade; and common 
chicken problems. Handouts are provided. Paul 
has a background in agriculture and is a farm 
and garden writer for several newspapers. 

Cost: Members $30, Non-Members $36
Register by March 13.

Create a Succulent Mushroom for a 
Garden Accent
Tuesday, March 24 • 9 am – 12 pm
 
Create a unique garden design in succulents 
and moss that you make yourself! Class size is 
limited, so early registration is recommended. 
Taught by the SDBG Succulent Wreath Team. 
Please bring small clippers or scissors to class. 
Fee includes materials.

Cost: Members $35, Non-Members $42
Register by March 14.

Build Your Own Hydroponic 
Spring Garden
Saturday, March 28  • 9 am – 1 pm
 
Learn the principles of the hydroponic wick 
method by building your own sustainable garden 
to take home.
Instructor: Alex Kallas of AgPALS. Fee includes 
materials.  
Cost: Members $75, Non-Members $90 
Register by March 20.

Winter Classes
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Note: The Jerusalem Botanic Gardens (JBG), located in Israel, is a sister 
garden to the San Diego Botanic Garden. Dr. Fragman-Sapir is the Director of 
Research and Conservation at JBG.   

The Common European Olive (Olea europaea) is a Mediterranean, 
evergreen tree. The oldest olive finding that was discovered 

in Israel, in archeological digs in Mount Carmel, is in the form of 
olive pits, which were dated at around 10,000 BCE, suggesting 
that prehistoric man fed on olives. The domestication of the tree 
occurred around the year 4,000 BCE. Today, the olive is primarily a 
cultivated tree in Israel, meaning most of the olive trees are planted, 
or are the seedlings of cultivated trees. Real, native wild olives may 
be found in Israel only on Mount Carmel and Western Galilee. 
These trees are shrubby olives, with smaller fruit.  
	 Wild olives are also found along the whole of Africa. Between 
the Mediterranean European Olive and the African Olive (Olea 
africana) one can see intermediate fertile forms. Mediterranean and 
Wild African Olives can be seen in the South Africa Section in the 
Jerusalem Botanical Gardens in Israel. 

The survival of the olive 
	 Most olive trees are tens to hundreds of years old.  It is impossible 
to tell the age of the olive on the basis of its trunk rings, since olive 
trunk rings are not regularly annually created. After a hundred years 
or more, the olive trunk rots partially, but it frequently manages to 
rejuvenate at the base, and theoretically the tree can live forever.
	 In April-May the olive tree is covered in many whitish, small 
flowers. The flowers disperse a good deal of pollen into the air, 
and they are pollinated both by the wind and insects (the pollen is 
allergenic). In the course of summer, fruit develops. The green olive 
is in fact an unripe fruit. In autumn, the green olives turn black 
spontaneously and their oil content rises. Therefore, the green olive 
and black olive are just two stages in the development of the fruit.
	 Olive leaves are rigid and live for several years. The leaf upper 
side is green and its bottom side silvery. The leaf’s silvery felt-like 
coat decreases water loss. In addition, the silvery color constitutes 
an additional insulating layer, which further reduces water loss.

The olive in the service of man
	 In ancient times olive products were exported from the land of 
Israel to Egypt. In that period man utilized olive oil to light lamps, 
which enabled continuous lighting in the dark hours, and freed man 
from camp fires. To the light of olive oil lamps, man could engage 
in cultural and administrative activities at night.
	 At first, olive propagation took place by seed, later on, as man 
learned to root branches, the offspring were identical in quality to 
the mother plant.  Later on, varied domestic olives were grafted.
	 Olive oil and leaf extract had, and still has, many uses in popular 
medicine. Oleic acid in the oil is known as an efficient antioxidant 
and one reason why the consumption of olive oil is so healthy. Olive 
oil is also used in the soap and cosmetics industry. In ancient times, 
the anointment of the body with oil was reserved for members of 
the upper classes. Another important use of olive oil, traditionally, 
was for ritual purposes.

The olive harvest
	 The time of the olive harvest is one of the symbols of autumn. 
In Israel it takes place in October-November, around the holiday 
of Succoth, and various festivals are held around it. Traditionally, 
olives were grown throughout the country on mountainous terraces. 
In recent years, olives have been grown in the Negev Desert, where 
the trees are irrigated with saline groundwater, which is unsuitable 
for other crops. 

THE OLIVE ALONE
 
By Dr. Ori Fragman-Sapir
Jerusalem Botanic Gardens
Translation by Susan Hattis Rolef

Julian Duval, SDBG President and CEO 
with a wild olive tree in Israel.

Remembering  
Garden Friends  

The Garden will miss these special,  
longtime friends who recently  

passed away in 2014:
Miriam and Jerome Katzin

Don Lowe
Dave Montag
Ken Nikodym
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On September 6, 2014, San 
Diego Botanic Garden 

held our 15th annual Gala in 
the Garden, themed Right in 

Our Own Backyard and our “backyard” never looked more spectacular. 
More than 550 guests entered through an arch covered in twisted 
branches, colorful flowers and leaves. They were welcomed with a 
champagne toast and the vivacious sounds of Euphoria Brass Band. 
	 Two long-time Garden advocates led the event: Mo Ecke, 
Honorary Chair and Jim Ruecker, Gala Committee Chair.  Jim was 
joined by a dedicated committee and more than 75 volunteers. 
	 Guests perused the silent auction with more than 100 unique 
offerings and continued the Garden stroll through six separate 
gardens beginning in Canary Islands. Delicate purple lighting 
illuminated the Lawn Garden where Latin jazz played and attendees 
enjoyed samplings from caterers, wineries and craft brewers. Starlight 
Photo Booth, sponsored by Westfield UTC, let guests capture the 
night’s memories. The Ocean Terrace and Walled Garden hummed 
with acapella group DooWap, followed by dancing to Len Rainey 
& the Midnight Players in the Herb Garden. The last stop was 
the Subtropical Fruit Garden transformed into a Farmers Market. 
Vendor displays overflowed with floral arrangements, edible fruits 
and vegetables. Local farmers teamed with caterers to create farm-
to-table cuisine. The California Avocado Commission and Chef  
John Williams presented avocado halves topped with shrimp  
ratatouille as bluegrass music by The Sunny Side Strings filled the air.  
	 René van Rems and his team of over 40 volunteers created 
lavish florals for the evening. Florists came from all over the country 
to assist with the three-day preparations. All of the magnificent 
arrangements incorporated the theme with edible elements such as 
pumpkins, berries, artichokes, lemons and more. René and his team 
transformed the parking lot into a magnificent Open Air Pavilion 
thanks to the generosity of Briggs Nursery and Tree Company, Olive 
Hill Nursery, Scott Fence and other floral providers. 
	 At sunset, guests gathered in the Open Air Pavilion for the 
evening’s program. Julian Duval, President and CEO, led a successful 
Fund-A-Need live auction for a new electric 15 passenger shuttle that 
will improve the visitor experience by enabling guests to observe the 
Garden’s 37 acres. 
	 Eric Larson, Executive Director of the San Diego County 
Farm Bureau, was presented with the 2014 Paul Ecke Jr. Award of 
Excellence. Larson has been vital to San Diego County’s agricultural 
industry having served with the San Diego County Farm Bureau, 
the Carlsbad Municipal Water District, the San Diego County 
Water Authority, Carlsbad City Council and the Encina Wastewater 
Authority. Lizbeth Ecke presented Larson with this prestigious 
award named after her father.  San Diego County Board Supervisor 
Dave Roberts and Tom Stinson, Communications Director for the 
75th District Assemblywoman Marie Waldron, also recognized Eric 
with special proclamations. 
	 Several special guests joined the evening with landmark 
announcements concerning our capital campaign for the newly-
named Dickinson Family Education Conservatory. Jim Farley, 
President and CEO of the Leichtag Foundation, announced a  
$1 million dollar grant for the Conservatory and Rebecca Dickinson 
Welch took the stage representing the Donald C. and Elizabeth M. 
Dickinson Foundation announcing an extension of the challenge 
grant deadline through the end of 2015, stating that her family  

2014 Gala in the Garden
was inspired by the Leichtag Foundation’s generosity, as well as  
that of the other donors who have helped the Garden with the 
Conservatory project.
	 Thanks to our guests and near-record attendance, along with 
the support of our generous sponsors, in-kind donors, hard-working 
Gala Committee and volunteers, the Gala netted over $132,000, 
our most successful to date. Save the date for our 2015 Gala on 
September 12. 

A fruitful table with  June Andersen, 
Ruth Eustance & Joie Reavis

Board member & Gala Chair  
Jim Ruecker

Euphoria Brass Band

Wolf & Anne Spindel & Leichtag  
Food Justice Fellows Tzivia Adler &  
Avi Asnkow

Garden President & CEO Julian Duval 
& Honoree Eric Larson

The Lawn Garden aglow
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Conservatory Champions

Frances Hamilton White
 

Pavilion Partners

Carol and Martin Dickinson

John and Mary Rainsford  
   Charitable Foundation

Gazebo Guarantors

The Ecke Family 
Mo Ecke
JRS Management & Construction Inc. 
 
Pergola Providers
Agri Service, Inc.
Anonymous 
AWM Global Advisors 
Harriet Baldwin
Best, Best & Krieger LLP 
California Bank & Trust - Del Mar Branch
CEA, LLP CPA’s & Consultants
Edward B. Evans and Ruth Todd Evans Family 	
   Foundation
Encinitas and Olivenhain Self  Storage 
Farrand Enterprises 
The Flower Fields
Donna & Tom Golich
HELIX Environmental Planning
Hokanson Associates
Hydro-Scape Products, Inc.
Larson Family
Latitude 33 Planning & Engineering
Lavine, Lofgren, Morris & Engelbert, LLP

LEGOLAND California Resort
Frank & Chana Mannen
The Rotary Club of  Del Mar
Sunlet Nursery, Inc.
Kathleen & Jeffrey Thuner 

Underwriters
$2,000 – Mo Ecke
$1,000 - A.O. Reed & Co.

Media Sponsor

In Kind Donors & Special Thanks
Agri Service, Inc.
Briggs Tree Company & Wholesale Nursery
Butler Sun Solutions
Sabrina Cadini, La Dolce Idea
California Avocado Commission
CEA, LLP CPA’s & Consultants
Dos Gringos
Dramm & Echter
Karen Floyd Designs
National Charity League, Surf  Cities Chapter
Olive Hill Greenhouses	
Print & Copy House
René van Rems, Intl.
San Diego County Farm Bureau
San Diego Flower & Plant Association
Santa Barbara Farms
Scott Fence
Sunlet Nursery, Inc.
Sun Valley Group
Julie Walker

Cuisine & Beverage Providers
The 3rd Corner Wine Shop and Bistro
Ballast Point Brewing and Spirits
Benchmark Brewing Co.
Bottaro Wood Fired Pizza
Boudins
Buckboard Catering & Events
Continental Catering
Evo Water
The Fish Market
The Flavor Chef
Go Green Hydroponics
Good Karma Aquaponics
Jimbo’s…Naturally!
Juice Wave
Kona Koffee Kart

Koral’s Tropical Fruit Farm
Mario’s Jalapeno Catering
Mikolich Honey
Mountain Meadow Mushrooms
Nobleza Tequila
One Fresh Meal 
One Perfect Pear
Pizza Port Brewing Co.
Quigley Fine Wines
Rare California Fruit Growers
Rimel’s Rotisserie 
Ristorante Villa Capri
Sadie Rose Baking Co. 
San Diego Hydroponics 
St. Petersburg Vodka 
Stone Brewing Co.
Temecula Olive Oil
To the Point
The Vetted Table
Vesper Vineyards
Whole Foods Market
 
Dessert & Coffee Providers
Bump Coffee
David Bacco Chocolatier 
Encinitas Domestic & Foreign Auto, Gelato
Gordy’s Bakery & Coffeehouse
Isabelle Brien’s French Pastry Cafe
Nana Keek’s Gourmet Cookies
Nothing Bundt Cakes
Rita’s Italian Ice Encinitas 
Sea Salt Candy Company 
Yummy Cupcakes

Floral Designers
Azheny
Cal Pacific Orchid Farm
Judy Chance, AIFD
Clark Design Group
Décor with Distinction
Deko Floral Arts & Design
Del Mar Floral & Gifts
The Greener Things
Gabriel Gill
Isari Flower Studio + Event Design 
Noriko Mochida
Mojo Fleur
Diana Normandin, AIFD
Patrick O’Grady
Plenty of  Petals
David Root
René van Rems, AIFD

2014 Gala in the Garden Committee
Jim Ruecker,  
   Gala Committee Chair
Mo Ecke, Gala Committee 	   	
   Honorary Chair 
René van Rems, Artistic Director
Jessica Brandon
Dianna Burke

Sabrina Cadini
Mary Dralle
Carla Gilbert
Bobby Hinostro
Nancy Kelly
Russell Levan
Brad Mason

Karen O’Neill
Cynthia Clark Porter
Daniel Petersen
Sue Richardson
Kitty Sparrow
Joyce B. Wilder

Many Thanks to our 2014 Gala Sponsors
Garden Board Chair Tom Applegate,  
Carla Applegate & Lisa & Matt Stamper
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SOW
Seeds of Wonder

Birthday Parties  
For children ages 1 – 12  
On Saturdays and Sundays, we reserve the picnic area in Seeds of Wonder or the Hamilton Children’s Garden 
and provide special activities like plant potting, rock painting, easel painting and bubble play for birthday parties.  
Please visit our website SDBGarden.org/birthday.htm for detailed information or contact Susanne Brueckner at  
SOW@SDBGarden.org, to book a party.  
 

School Group Visits  
Detailed information and tour request forms for self-guided and docent guided group visits can be found on our 
website at SDBGarden.org/hcg_tours.htm. 
  

Questions regarding Seeds of Wonder and the Hamilton Children’s Garden?
Please contact Susanne at SOW@SDBGarden.org or call 760/ 436-3036 x222For Children

Upcoming Children’s Events
 

Spring Garden Festival 
and Tomatomania®
 
Activities for children will be offered during the Spring Garden 
Festival and Tomatomania® on March 14 and 15. For detailed 
information on this event, please see page  5.

Spring Party with Bunny in 
Seeds of Wonder  
Saturday, April 4
Early Party: 10 – 11:30 am
Late Party: 11:30 am – 1 pm

 
Children ages 2 to 6 are invited to visit 
with our gentle bunny, pet real bunnies 
and chicks, and make some colorful spring 
crafts. Children will also parade through the 
garden and go on a bunny hunt. Parties are 
limited to 50 children, so pre-registration is 
required.

Cost: Members $15 per child, 
non-members $18 per child. 
Regular admission fees apply to 
accompanying adult(s) payable 
upon arrival. Free admission for adult 
Garden members. Please pre-register 
online (SDBGarden.org/seeds_wond.
htm) or in-person at our office.  
Pre-registration by phone, e-mail,  
or mail will not be accepted. 

 

HCG Gate 
Scott Fence Creates a Beautiful New Gate  

for Hamilton Children’s Garden

Metal artists Kent Scott (owner), Patrick Glass and Eddie 
Samario from Scott Fence created an incredible new 
gate for the Hamilton Children’s Garden … and then 
very generously donated it to the Garden. Come and 
see this lovely addition to the Garden. (L to R): Patrick 
Glass, Scott Fence; Kent Scott, Owner, Scott Fence; 
SDBG President & CEO Julian Duval; Eddie Samario, 
Scott Fence; Tracie Barham, SDBG; Nancy Kelly, SDBG; 
Susanne Brueckner, SDBG; Michelle Kinney, SDBG; and 
Paul Redeker, SDBG.



HCG
Hamilton Children’s Garden

Seeds of Wonder
Tuesdays
10 am – 12 pm  (except first Tuesday of the month)  
Toddler Tales and Tunes  
(recommended for ages 1 - 4) 
Play in the garden and pot plants to take home. Pre-school stories 
and songs are offered on the patio of the Ecke Building from  
10 - 10:30 am. 
 

Wednesdays 
10 – 11:30 am
Garden Arts and Crafts  
(recommended for ages 1 - 6) 
Children may participate in a variety of arts and crafts. There will 
also be plant potting and other fun activities.  
  

Thursdays   
10 – 11 am
Trains, Paints and Plants  
(recommended for ages 1 - 6) 
Watch as our motorman-engineer James runs his special trains 
and answers all of your questions. A nature-related craft and plant 
potting also will be offered. The Preschool Explorer Sprouts guide 
children through seasonal activities on the first Thursday of every 
month. 
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 Hamilton Children’s Garden  

 

Nine to Five –  
Seven Days a Week 
Find out which vegetables and fruits are in season and help us water 
the raised plant beds in the Incredible Edible Garden. Don’t forget 
to check out the worm composting bin! Pot a succulent plant into a 
biodegradable pot to take home and watch it grow in your yard.  Spell 
your name in plants in the Spell and Smell Garden. Have fun in the 
sand and use big wood blocks to build a balsa fort in the Earth Builder 
area. Paint pictures in the Art Garden on giant chalk boards or draw 
on paper with chalk pastels. Try out all the different instruments in 
the music garden and make some “noise.” Get your feet wet in the 
Mountain Stream and let boats and floating toys go down the stream. 
When the sun is out, try reading the time by the shadow cast on the 
sundial and find your way through the maze. Be creative with huge 
foam blocks, ramps and balls at Tropical Surround, or enjoy reading a 
book from our Book Nook. Last but not least, have an amazing time 
playing in Toni’s Tree House! 
 

Scavenger Hunt 
Flyers for a scavenger hunt through the Hamilton Children’s Garden 
can be found in one of the flyer boxes at the shed in the Earth Builder 
area. We post new scavenger hunts regularly. 

Art Garden Happenings
 
Daily, except the first Tuesday of the month  
and some Sundays
Study posters featuring our Artist of the Month and Plant of the 
Month and then do a mixed media project, which is inspired by this 
artist or plant. Craft activities are always open-ended and suitable for 
children of all skill levels. 

Ongoing Programs for Children 
Free with paid admission or membership. Occasionally a program may be modified or 

cancelled without prior notice. Craft activities are not available on rainy days.
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Volunteer and Docent News
 
October Volunteer of  the Month: JOAN HERSKOWITZ    
Joan, who hails from New York City, has been a docent at the Garden since 2009. She began her career as a biology 
teacher and ended as a Program Analyst for the County of San Diego Department of Housing and Community 
Development. Her interest in gardening started with a window box and a two-cent packet of seeds. Before retiring, 
she and her husband David found Quail Botanical Gardens (now San Diego Botanic Gardens) on an exploratory trip 
to the San Diego area. After scouting the region, Joan and David moved to Leucadia. She enjoys working at the Fall 
Plant Sale, selling plants at special events and guiding tours at the Garden. Joan loves talking to people about plants, 
their growth habits and how to care for them. ‘Plant people’ (as she calls them) are some of her favorite individuals. 

November Volunteer of  the Month: SUE RICHARDSON 	
Originally from Iowa, Sue started gardening on a tractor! Professionally, Sue was instrumental in the founding of 
The Women’s Resource Center and later Casa de Amparo in San Diego. Before retiring, she worked as a Master in 
Juvenile Court. She found the Garden to be a stabilizing influence while working at the court and when she did 
retire, Sue enjoyed (as she still does today) digging the in ground, working admissions and helping out at many special 
events involving children – including being the Easter Bunny. Psychologically, Sue feels that the Garden is a very 
healthy place to be.  

December Volunteers of  the Month:  
NANNETTE CLARK AND ELIZABETH HOW
SAN DIEGO BOTANIC GARDEN’S VERY OWN BOTANIC PRINT LADIES

For 40 years Nannette kept the statistics for American Tropical Tuna Commission for the entire 
Eastern Pacific Ocean.  As a child, she learned about gardening from her neighbors - one with a 
beautiful flower garden and the other with lath houses of Tuberous Begonias. 

Elizabeth grew up in Michigan, graduated from San Diego State University and then worked as an elementary school librarian. She grew up 
helping her mother in the garden and has always had her own organic vegetable and flower garden.

Nannette and Elizabeth met at the Natural History Museum while printing note cards for the museum’s gift shop. They were thrilled to find 
the San Diego Botanic Garden where they could print in beautiful surroundings and donate their cards - which they have been doing for 17 
years!  One of their fondest memories of the Garden is of the little quail that would greet them in the parking lot to dance about their bumpers 
and hubcaps. They also enjoy the bamboo garden with its quiet and tranquil surroundings.  

Spring 2015 Docent Training 
Begins January 29
Why become a docent at the  
San Diego Botanic Garden?
 
“For me, it was a chance to get intimately involved with this amazing 
place, it really inspires me,” says Sally Sandler, who’s been a docent at 
the Garden for 7 years. “These in-depth (docent) classes took me a 
long-way in terms of plant recognition. And we also learned botany, 
history, plant sustainability and even some philosophy!”

If you’d like the opportunity to learn more about our beautiful Garden, 
get involved and sign up for the Spring 2015 Docent Training Class 
today. It’s an exciting series of 8 classes taught every other Thursday 
from 9:30 am – 1 pm. Registration is $50 plus 10 hours of volunteer 
service at the Garden. For more information, contact Michelle 
Kinney at 760/ 436-3036 x206 or mkinney@sdbgarden.org. 

Docent Meetings  
Everyone Welcome  
First Wednesday of the Month 
Arrive at 11 am for the program

January 7: Susan Smith and Rita Campbell are volunteers who 
conduct weekly Saturday morning bird walks in the Garden. They 
will share photos and discuss the characteristics of  birds often seen 
in our area. 
February 4: Doug Gibson, Executive Director of  the San Elijo 
Lagoon Conservancy, will discuss the efforts planned to restore 
the wetland. When restored this would re-establish natural water 
filtration, return fish nurseries and provide mudflat habitat for 
migrating birds as well as create cleaner beaches.  
March 4: Steve Farrar, a commercial mushroom grower, will share 
information on wild and cultivated mushrooms as well as the use of  
mushrooms for food as well as medicinal purposes. The life cycle of  
mushrooms and their production will also be discussed. 
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Thank You Donors San Diego Botanic Garden wishes to thank the following donors for cash 
and in-kind gifts, including Benefactor and Larabee Society memberships, 
received prior to October 23, 2014.

Gifts of $100,000 or greater
Eleanor J. Piers Administrative 

Trust

Gifts of $25,000 to $99,999
Anonymous

Gifts of $10,000 to $24,999
The Benson Family Trust
Charles and Ruth Billingsley 

Foundation
County of San Diego
Frances Hamilton White Donor 

Advised Fund  
at Rancho Santa Fe Foundation 
at the recommendation 

    of Frances Hamilton White
Mr. and Mrs. Vann Parker
Dr. and Mrs. William D. Rawlings
San Diego County Water Authority
Union Bank
Frances Hamilton White

Gifts of $1,000 to $9,999
Agri Service, Inc.
Anonymous
Anonymous
CEA, LLP CPA’s & Consultants
Charitable Adult Rides & Services, 

Inc.
The Employees of Datron World 

Communications
Mrs. Maureen Ecke
Edward B. Evans and Ruth Todd 

Evans Family Foundation
Encinitas Rotary Club
Farrand Enterprises
Hokanson Associates
Bruce Hubbard, M.D. and  

Ms. Ann Wycosf
Mr. Jeff Hulett and  

Ms. Melissa Ford
Hunter Industries Incorporated
Ms. Ann Hunter-Welborn and  

Mr. David Welborn
Hydro-Scape Products, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Cameron Karamian
Local Computer Pros
Mr. Brian Maynard
Mr. and Mrs. Tyler Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Ruecker
The Samuel I. & John Henry Fox 

Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. John Seiber
Mr. and Mrs. Rudy Stuber
U.S. Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Willi Voelker
Western Cactus Enterprises, Inc.
Westfield UTC

Gifts of $500 to $999
Mr. Michael Babineau
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Blessent
Mr. and Mrs. Hans T. Britsch
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Buell
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Carmel
Mr. David Claycomb and  

Ms. Joyce Phounsavath
Mr. Randi Coopersmith
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cowan
Mr. John T. DeWald
Mr. and Mrs. Julian Duval
Ms. Lizbeth Ecke and  

Mr. David Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Golich
Mr. and Mrs. Peter M. Jones

Dr. David Kellum and Mrs. 
Carolyn Hilliard

Mr. and Mrs. John Kister
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Douglas Leo
Mellano & Co.
Mr. and Mrs. Art Mendoza
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Metoyer Jr.
Mrs. Leslea Meyerhoff and  

Dr. Jeff Harvey
Olivenhain Garden Club
Olivenhain Municipal Water 

District
Polito Eppich Associates, LLP
Reuben H. Fleet Foundation Fund 

at the San Diego Foundation
Mr. Kent Scott and Mrs. Debbie 

Heintschel
Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. Stevens
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Thuner
United Plant Growers Inc.
Ms. Evelyn M. Weidner
Ms. Joyce B. Wilder
Mr. Lee Wozniak

Gifts of $100 to $499
Ms. Diana Aaron
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Ades
Mr. and Mrs. Eric T. Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Applegate
Mr. and Mrs. Don K. Barth
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Berrier
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Blakespear
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Borevitz
Mrs. Joy Brinker
Mr. and Mrs. Walt Burkhard
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher C. 

Calkins
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Call
Dr. and Mrs. Edgar D. Canada
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Cesear
Mr. and Mrs. Will Childs
Ms. Austina Cho
Ms. Annie Coil and Mr. James Coil
Mr. and Mrs. Yves Cournoyer
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Cozens
Mr. Fred Cutler
Ms. Ha Dang
Ms. Sharon Dawn
Deneen Powell Atelier, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Echter
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Ehrlinger
Ms. Linda A. Espino
Ms. Monsita Faley and  

Mr. Jeffrey Faley
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Finger
Florabunda Nursery
Ms. Sally Foster
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff H. Friestedt
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Fritz
Ms. Kristin Gaspar
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ginaven
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Godfrey
Ms. Marcia Hall and  

Mr. Richard Brockett
Mr. and Mrs. Erich Harrold
Ms. Juanita Hayes
Ms. Susan Hayes
Dr. and Mrs. Jerry Hennes
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Henry
Dr. Robyn A. Hill and  

Mr. Tim Decker
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Hillebrecht
Mr. and Mrs. Kurt Hofmann
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Holnagel
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Huffman
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Hughes
Ms. Jane Hunt

Ms. Gigi Hurst and  
Mr. Stan Williams

Ironside, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Jacobs
Ms. Lee Jebreil
Jerome and Miriam Manchis 

Katzin Fund at the San Diego 
Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Richmond Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Rod Kastrup
Mr. and Mrs. William Kovach
Kranz for Mayor 2014
Kranz Press
Mr. and Mrs. Stephan Kuhn
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Larson
Ms. Mia Lehrer
The Leichtag Foundation
Ms. Lisa Leondis
Mr. and Mrs. Frank N. Mannen
Ms. Mary Marshall
Ms. Sharon May Lowe
Dr. and Mrs. Gary Means
Ms. Mim Michelove and  

Mr. Charles Ackerman
Ms. Megan Moore
Ms. Andra Moran
Mountain Meadow Mushrooms
Mr. Neil Nagata
Olive Hill Greenhouses, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Gregg Opgenorth
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Paap
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Petersen
Mr. Rua Petty
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Potter
Arlene and Ron Prater
Primaflora International L.P.
Mr. and Mrs. John Rader
Rancho La Paz de mi Corazon
Ms. Julia S. Rasor
Mrs. Renate A. Ritter
Mr. and Mrs. Terrell L. Rodman
San Diego County Flower & Plant 

Association
San Dieguito Garden Club
Mr. and Mrs. Adam Saslow
Ms. Paula A. Sassi
Mr. Samuel Seat
Mr. Adalberto Serrato
Mr. Stephen Bartram and  

Dr. Lisa Shaffer
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Silva
Mr. and Mrs. Wolf Spindel
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Stamper
Mr. and Mrs. John Starr
Mr. and Mrs. Noel Stehly
Ms. Jacqueline Stein and Mr. 

Michael Popcke
Ms. Nan Sterman and  

Mr. Curt Wittenberg
Mrs. Jill Stone
Ms. Roxanna Sullivan
Ms. Virginia Tapia
Mr. Ian Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Tuller
Mr. David Van Ommering
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Walters
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony M. Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Vic Wintriss
Ms. Sharrie Woods
Mr. James Wright
Mr. and Mrs. A. A. Yayanos
Yummy Cupcakes

New or Renewing 
Benefactor Society 
Members

Torrey Pine 
$10,000 or greater
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Staver

Sapphire Tower
$5,000-$9,999
Drs. Robert and Kim Schork

Cork Oak 
$2,500 - $4,999
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Conlan
Dr. Mary L. Hilfiker
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Snyder

Dragon Tree 
$1,200 - $2,499
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Ades
Mr. Patrick Anderson and  

Mr. Lester Olson
Mr. Donald Callard
Dr. and Mrs. Fred Elledge
Mr. and Mrs. Claude Fenner
Mr. and Mrs. Frank N. Mannen
Dr. and Mrs. Gary Marlotte
Mr. and Mrs. Mark D. Petrie
Robert Brunst Fund of the Jewish 

Community Foundation at the 
recommendation of  
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Brunst

Mr. and Mrs. Horace D. Sapp
Mr. Don Shadrow
Ms. Kathleen L. Toyoda and  

Mr. Larry D. Reser
Ms. Dolores Welty
Frances Hamilton White

Fellow  
$600 - $1,199
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Baird
Ms. Stephanie M. Bench and  

Ms. Stephenie Pitman
Mrs. Ramona Bush
Mrs. Deanne J. Gage
Ms. Alison Hiers
Ms. Sharon May Lowe
Mrs. Rachel Michel
Dr. and Mrs. Mahesh Podar
Mrs. Linda B. Stewart

Patron 
$300 - $599
Anonymous
Mr. Andy Baltins and  

Ms. Lynne McGuire
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Barnebey
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Budetti
Mr. and Mrs. John Bullock
Mr. and Mrs. Will Childs
Mr. John T. DeWald
Ms. Paula Doss and  

Ms. Beth Epperson
Dr. Charles Garren
Mr. and Mrs. Harry J. Griffiths
Mr. and Mrs. Elvin Harper
Dr. Karen Kling and  

Mrs. Taka Kling
Mr. and Mrs. Harold P. Sexton
Mr. and Mrs. Lew A. Sheridan
Ms. Laura I. Walker

Steward 
$150 - $299
Ms. Patricia A. Allely
Ms. Claire Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Berlin
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Ms. Lynda Bider
Dr. and Mrs. Roger Bolus
Ms. Jennifer Brooks and  

Mr. Ryan Wong
Mr. Jonathan Brothers and Ms. 

Amy Hool
Mr. Daniel Buker and  

Mr. Jack Mulder
Ms. Leslie A. Coles and  

Mr. Bob Coles
Ms. Heidi M. Conlan
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Cozens
Mr. Wayne Cuddeback
Mr. Fred Cutler
Mr. Byron De Long and  

Mr. Doug Lenhart
Mrs. Carol Ekeland
Ms. Sally Foster
Siv and Chris Garrod
Mrs. Linda Giase-Froese
Mr. Deane Hall and  

Mr. Bradford Bates
Mr. and Mrs. Erich Harrold
Dr. and Mrs. Eric Hood
Mr. and Mrs. Rod Kastrup
Ms. Joanne Kroll
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph T. Kubo
Mr. and Mrs. Sergey Kupriyanov
Ms. Judy Leff
Mrs. Thelma Montag
Mr. and Ms. Robert Norman
Dr. Eric Peters and  

Dr. Rachel Kimmich
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Pope
Mrs. Mary Quinn
Mr. and Ms. David Rados

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Rounsavell
Ms. Linda Sawyer
Mr. Ryan Scott
Dr. and Mrs. William R. 

Shanahan
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry I. Shiller
Mr. and Mrs. Wolf Spindel
Mr. and Mrs. John Starr
Ms. Patty Trask
Mrs. Mary Anne Viney
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Von Damm
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony M. Wilson

Tribute Gifts 
In Honor of Groot
Mrs. Sarah DeGuzman

In Honor of Mickey and Sheree Stiegler
Drs. Irwin and Ina Rubenstein

In Memory of Don Lowe
Ms. Veda Brown
California Landscape Contractors 

Association
Mr. Ryan Fergison
Mr. Robert Glennon
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Kelly
Ms. Doris Moore and  

Ms. Ruth Conn
Ms. Charlene Pinaroc
Mr. David Reed
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Thuner
Ms. Laurel Vivion and  

Mr. Craig James
Mr. Bill Widas

In Memory of Evelyn Alice Johnson 
Colvin

Ms. Jan Willey

In Memory of Jeff Segal
Ms. Rachel Berry

In Memory of Ken Nikodym
Ms. Betty Miller and  

Ms. Julie Miller

In Memory of Mary J. Runyan
Mr. and Mrs. Bill F. Neis

In Memory of Patricia Joan Schlehuber
Mrs. Stephanie Bowman
Ms. Kathleen Hollenbeck and 

Mrs. Mary Mummau

In-kind Gifts valued at 
$100 or greater
Mr. John Allen
Armstrong Garden Centers, Inc.
Ms. Teresa Armstrong
Booman Floral
Botanical Partners
Ms. Roberta L. Dotson and  

Mr. David L. Merritt
EuroAmerican Propagators 

L.L.C.
Ms. Patricia Hilty
Olive Hill Greenhouses, Inc.
Ms. Amanda Reavis-Bankoff
Scott Fence
Ms. Dale Serafin
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Verderame
Zoological Society of San Diego

Thank You Donors Continued

San Diego Botanic Garden thanks our 2014 Garden of Lights sponsors for 
supporting this festive family holiday tradition and is pleased to share this  

message from San Diego County Board Supervisor Dave Roberts.
 

I hope you and your family enjoyed a great holiday season. A highlight for my family and me was visiting the 
Garden of  Lights at San Diego Botanic Garden. The Garden is a tremendous, regional asset. As thousands of  
families marveled at the holiday light displays, I was proud to have played a part in securing the County of  San 
Diego’s support as a presenting sponsor.
	 San Diego Botanic Garden and its staff  are on a mission to inspire people of  all ages to connect with plants 
and nature. That connection goes a long way toward keeping people active, healthy and thriving. I appreciate the 
beautiful plant collection and the many programs and events that make the rare specimens accessible to all San 
Diegans.
	 The Garden of  Lights was spectacular, but don’t wait until next December to visit San Diego Botanic Garden!

Sincerely,

DAVE ROBERTS
Third District Supervisor
San Diego County Board of  Supervisors

The Garden of Lights is presented by  
the County of San Diego

Gold Sponsor		  	

Silver Sponsor

In-Kind Sponsor		

Annual Spring  
Reception

Friday, March 13
Invitations  
to Follow

Larabee and Benefactor 
Society members and 
Corporate Partners are 
invited to kick-off the 
Spring Garden Festival 
and Tomatomania!® 
weekend at the Annual 
Spring Reception.  
Tomatomania!®’s own  
Scott Daigre will be our 
guest speaker.  Enjoy 
appetizers, wine, and first 
choice of tomato plants! 
 
To open or upgrade your 
membership, please 
contact Jill Kastrup,  
Senior Membership 
Manager, at 
706/ 436-3036 x215 or 
jkastrup@sdbgarden.org.   



15

Arbor Vitae Guild Members
Ruth Larabee believed in the importance of  preserving open spaces and gardens for the enjoyment and education of  the community. This belief  
led her to bequeath her 30-acre estate for just that purpose, a gift that became San Diego Botanic Garden. Planned giving is the cornerstone of  the 
Garden’s history and the key to its future. 

The Arbor Vitae Guild was established to honor the Garden’s friends who have indicated that they have included the Garden in their will, trust, or 
other deferred giving method. Gifts of  all sizes are welcome, as they ensure the Garden’s natural beauty and vitality for the enjoyment of  future 
generations. We invite you to begin a conversation about how a planned gift can benefit you now and the Garden in the future. Please contact Tracie 
Barham, Director of  Development, at 760/ 436–3036 x216 for more information.

Tom and Carla Applegate 
Mr. and Mrs. John Atkins
Ms. Sue Bachrach  *
Ms. Elizabeth Bauhan  *
Dr. Diane A. Baxter
Ms. Stephanie M. Bench
Betty and Russ Benson *
Ms. Ragnhild Cambell  *
Dr. Margaret Carl-Swirles
Ms. Thelma Carrington *
Dr. Ernest E. Dale  *
Mr. and Mrs. Andre Duranleau  *
Mr. and Mrs. Julian Duval
Mr. Paul Ecke, Jr.  *
Drs. Edward and Ruth Evans
Mr. James S. Farley

Harold and Helen Fischler
Ms. Dorothy Fox  *
Mr. Bill Gish
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Golich
Dr. Wendy Graham and Dr. Tom Bartol
Ms. Adrienne Green
Mr. William Gunther  *
Mr. Clarence N. Heidemann
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Houk  *
Peter and Margaret Jones
Mr. Warren Kern  *
Mr. Robert Kopfstein
Ms. Alice Lamplugh  *
Ms. Belina L. Lazzar
Ms. Mildred Macpherson  *
Ms. Jane Minshall

Ms. K. M. Elf  Mitton
Mr. Gregory Murrell
Ms. Arch Owen  *
Ms. Mariette Pinchart
Ms. Elisa Pluym  *
Ms. Edna F. Pulver  *
Mr. Larry D. Reser and  
   Ms. Kathleen L. Toyoda
Mrs. Renate A. Ritter
Mr. Alan Sager
Mrs. Sally A. Sandler
Mr. and Mrs. Don Sapp 
Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Schermerhorn
Ms. Jocelyn Shannon
Mr. Sanford Shapiro	 

Mr. and Dr. Joseph Shaw
Ms. Carol and Ms. Wilda Shear  *
Mr. Vance Sichler  *
Dr. Paul Strauss
Rudy and Christina Stuber
Mr. and Mrs. Paul P. Therrio 
Mr. and Mrs. Susumu Toyoda  *
Ms. Louise Venrick  *
Ms. Julia von Preissig  *
Warren and Lois von Preissig
Ms. Laura I. Walker
Ms. Frances Hamilton White
Ms. Patricia White
Ms. Nita Williamson

* Indicates Arbor Vitae Guild members  	    
whose gifts have been realized.

Please remember to include Quail Gardens Foundation, Inc., dba San Diego Botanic Garden,  
tax ID 95-6120581, in your will, trust, or estate plan.

Fall Plant Sale Helps  
Our Garden Grow 
Thanks to the generosity of  more than 100 local growers and plant lovers, our 
2014 Fall Plant Sale was a tremendous success. Co-chairs Stacy Fattaleh, Jane 
Hunt and Liz Woodward led an extraordinary team of  docents and volunteers 
whose hard work raised more than $55,000 for the Garden’s programs, 
operations and exhibits. The sale featured a wide array of  plants from rare 
and unusual varieties to drought-tolerant species, edibles and everything in-
between. Jams and jellies, books and baked goods, a silent auction and a raffle, 
as well as our Botanic Attic, which offered an eclectic collection of  donated 
pots, birdhouses and other accessories, were also featured. A BIG thank you 
to the donors, visitors and members who helped to make this event such a hit!

Thank You To All of Our  
Fall Plant Sale Partners
 
Ades & Gish Nurseries, Inc.
Ampol Nursery
Terry Armstrong 
Baxendale Nursery, Inc.
Bird Rock Tropicals
Booman Floral
Botanical Partners
Lori & Tyler Browne
C&J Cactus Nursery, Inc.
Cardiff Greenhouses
Margaret Carl-Swirles
Casa de las Orchidias
Cedros Gardens
Chris Conlan
Cordova Gardens
Durling Nursery, Inc
Julian & Leslie Duval

Easy to Grow Bulbs
Linda Espino 
Exotica Rare Fruit Nursery
Finnamex Nursery
Garden Glories Nursery
Green Meadow Growers
Green Thumb Nursery
Portia Harloff
Hooks & Lattice
Jungle Jack’s Palms
Kartuz Greenhouses
KW Palms & Cycads
Living Cycads
Maddock Nursery
Donna & Barry McElmurry 
Deanna McHose 
Mueller’s Greenhouses, Inc.
Obra Verde Growers
Ron & Janie Ogdon

Olive Hill Greenhouses, Inc.
Palm Oliver’s
Leslie & Harry Phillips
Ponto Nursery, Inc.
Premier Color Nursery, LLC
Progressive Growers, Inc.
Protea Growers
Proven Winners®

R.Z. Nursery
Rainbow Gardens Nursery
Rancho Soledad  
   Nurseries, Inc.
Resendiz Brothers 
Rex Foster Orchids
ShadeTree Orchids
Candy Sharda
Solana Succulents
Sonrise Growers
Southland Growers

Specialty Plants, Inc.
Specimen House
Star Pine Nursery, LLC
Sunhill Ranch
Sunlet Nursery, Inc.
Grace Swanson
The Bridges Club at  
   Rancho Santa Fe
The Madd Potter
The Plug Connection
The Tropical Connection
Tropic World Nursery
Tuyet’s Orchids
Valley View Nursery
Harold W. Vermillion
Village Nurseries
Virginia Watchorn
Walter Andersen Nurseries
Weidner’s Gardens Inc.
Jacque A. Wrinkle

Stacy Fattaleh and Mary 
Roper unload plants for  
the sale.



Many Thanks to our Corporate Partners 
We thank our corporate and foundation partners for their annual support of  the Garden’s mission to inspire people of  all ages to connect with plants 
and nature. These organizations provide unrestricted cash or in-kind contributions which fund our educational programs and the overall care 
and maintenance of  this 37-acre botanical oasis.

Corporate partners receive recognition on our web site and on signage in the Garden, family membership benefits, guest admission tickets, 
invitations to special events, and other attractive benefits, depending on their level of  support. For information on how your organization can 
support the Garden as a Corporate Partner, please contact Nancy Kelly, Deputy Director of  Development, at 760/436-3036 x219.
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San Diego Botanic Garden is committed to preserving resources and protecting our environment. Our printed materials use 100% recycled 
paper with 100% post-consumer recycled content whenever possible. We also require paper with a minimum of chlorine or bleaching 
agents. Our inks are soy-based. We print locally with a printer who is Forest Stewardship Council and Rain Forest Alliance certified.
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GOLD LEVEL 
$5,000 - $9,999
City of  Encinitas
Gilchrist Aesthetic and Medical Dermatology
Olivenhain Municipal Water District 

SILVER LEVEL
$2,500 - $4,999
The Arthur and Jeanette Pratt Memorial Fund
EDCO Waste & Recycling Services
Fire Protection Products, Inc.
The Heller Foundation of  San Diego 
Hokanson Associates 
The Samuel I. & John Henry Fox Foundation
Scott Fence
U.S. Bank

BRONZE LEVEL 
$1,000 - $2,499
Bishop’s Tree Service
Encinitas Garden Festival &  
   Tour Committee
Encinitas Rotary Club
Encinitas/Olivenhain Self  Storage
Jimbo’s…Naturally!
Local Computer Pros
ProFlowers
Rain Bird Corporation 
Rita’s Italian Ice Encinitas 
Scripps Health Foundation

PLATINUM LEVEL
$10,000 or more
Agri Service, Inc.
JRS Management and Construction, Inc.
The Leichtag Foundation 
Olive Hill Greenhouses, Inc.
San Diego County Water Authority
San Diego Gas & Electric
Union Bank 


