
Native Plants Detective 
 

Some Native Plants look a lot alike.  To be a 
Native Plant healer, you must look at each pair 
carefully to tell which is which plant. 
 
This plant has leathery leaves.                 
This plant’s leaf is a rounded 
oval. 
This plant has berries. 
   Lemonade Berry 
   Toyon 
_________________________ 
 
This plant’s leaves have a 
strong smell. 
This plant’s leaves are grey-
green. 
This plant has a thick flower 
stalk 
 
   White Sage 
   Cleveland Sage 
_________________________ 
 
This plant has very tiny leaves. 
This plant has thin branches. 
This plant looks “dead” in the 
summer. 
This plant has a strong smell. 
 
   Sagebrush 
   Chamise 
            
 

This plant has “tooth-shaped” 
edges. 
This plants leaf is a much 
longer than wide. 
This plant has berries. 
   Lemonade Berry 
   Toyon 
_________________________ 
 
This plant’s leaves have a 
strong smell. 
This plant’s leaves are green. 
This plant has a thin flower 
stalk with blue flowers. 
   White Sage 
   Cleveland Sage 
_________________________ 
 
This plant has very tiny leaves. 
This plant has thin branches. 
This plant looks “dead” in the 
summer. 
This plant has no smell. 
 
   Sagebrush 
   Chamise 
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Junior Naturalist 
 

Naturalists look carefully at plants on order to identify them.  
Write the number of the plant on the line next to the 
description. Look carefully; some native plants look a lot 
alike. 
 
_______ This plant has fuzzy, grey-green leaves.  It 
has very little smell.  The Kumeyaay used it to treat 
coughs and colds. 
_______ This plant has grey-green leaves and a very 
strong smell.  Kumeyaay used it for scent camouflage 
and burned for ceremonial smudging. 
 
_______ This plant has berries and tough, leathery, 
oval leaves.  The Kumeyaay sucked on the berries to 
quench their thirst. 
 
_______ This plant has very small, grey green 
feathery leaves.  It has a very strong smell.  The 
Kumeyaay spread it on the floor of their houses to get 
rid of bugs. 
 
_______  This plants has very small green leaves and 
almost no smell.  The Kumeyaay used the straight 
branches for arrow shafts. 
 
_______ This plant has a long triangular shaped 
stem.  The Kumeyaay used it for making boats and 
building houses.  It grows near water. 
 
_______ This plant has long skinny spear-like leaves 
and a very tall flower stalk.  It was used to make 

string, rope, and sandals.                                                                                                                   
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6.  Yerba Santa  Pilsat 
Sa’mal 
 
1. White Sage   Pellytaay 
 
5.  Lemonade Berry  
Huutal 
 
2.  Sagebrush (Artemisia)  
 
4.  Chamise  Epsii 
 
3.  Tules  ‘Esoq 
 
7.  Yucca  ‘Aakuul 
 



 
Junior Native Plants Naturalist 

 
Naturalists look carefully at plants on order to identify them.  
Write the number of the plant on the line next to the 
description. Look carefully; some native plants look a lot 
alike. 
 
_______ This plant has fuzzy, grey-green leaves.  It 
has very little smell. 
 
_______ This plant has grey-green leaves and a very 
strong smell.   
 
_______ This plant has berries and tough, leathery, 
oval leaves.   
 
_______ This plant has very small, grey green 
feathery leaves.  It has a very strong smell.   
 
 
_______  This plants has very small green leaves and 
almost no smell.   
 
 
_______ This plant has a long triangular shaped 
stem.  
  
 
_______ This plant has long skinny spear-like leaves.  
The leaves have stringy fibers. 
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These labels are attached to plant specimens for 
the children to look at, touch, and smell when 
identifying the plants.  
 
1.  White Sage --  Pellytaay The Kumeyaay 
used it for scent camouflage and burned it for 
ceremonial blessings (smudging.) 
 
2.  Sagebrush (Artemisia) Kuchash-- The 
Kumeyaay spread it on the floor of their houses 
to get rid of bugs. 
 
3.  Tules  ‘Esoq   
The Kumeyaay used it for making boats and 
building houses.  It grows near water. 
 
4.  Chamise -- Epsii The Kumeyaay used the 
straight branches for arrow shafts.  Since it 
burns easily, they also used it for torches. 
 
5. Lemonade Berry -- Huutal 
The Kumeyaay sucked on the berries to quench 
their thirst. 
 
6.  Yerba Santa -- Pilsat Sa’mal 
The Kumeyaay used it to treat coughs and 
colds. 
 
7.  Yucca  ‘Aakuul -- It was used to make string, 
rope, and sandals.   



Play a 
Game 

and 
Learn to 
Count 

in 
Kumeyaay 

 
 



1. ‘ehin             
2. hewak 
3. hemuk 
4. chepap 
5. saarrap 
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